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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Ankara (Turkey) – Wednesday 9 March 2016


“A Very Special Atmosphere” Says IOC President
At World Archery Indoor Championships in Ankara

Athletes from 21 nations crossing four continents collected medals at the seven-day event in the Turkish capital.

The youngest athlete to collect a medal at the 12th World Archery Indoor Championships was aged just 13.

Su Szu-Ping from Chinese Taipei, who was competing against juniors aged up to eight years older in the recurve junior women’s category, shot an under-pressure 10 in the final to win a tiebreaker over defending champion Tatiana Andreoli and claim a world crown in her international debut.

The world’s number one compound man, French athlete Sebastien Peineau, also took his first world title in a tiebreaker. Peineau beat the Netherland’s Mike Schloesser, the world number two, in the final.

Irene Franchini (Italy) and Heorhiy Invanytskyy (Ukraine) also became individual World Archery Champions for the first time, while Lisa Unruh (Germany), a reigning World Archery Field Champion, added an indoor title.

International Olympic Committee President Dr Thomas Bach attended the event and awarded medals during the recurve junior and senior victory ceremonies.

Although President Bach had visited a number of international archery events, including the World Archery Championships in Belek in 2013, he had never seen the discipline of indoor archery before.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“It was very interesting and there were very close finals with all the shoot-offs,” said President Bach. “It was good to see this format. I think it is very exciting for the archers and spectators.”

The intense competition in indoor archery takes place over 18 metres, with athletes shooting at targets measuring just 20cm in diameter. Forty percent of the tightly contested medal matches in Ankara ended in a tied score and were decided in shoot-offs.

“It’s a different atmosphere. It’s good to have the spectators very close by and this creates a very special atmosphere for indoor archery,” added President Bach.

The Congresium exhibition and congress hall in Ankara was the venue for the practice, qualification and eliminations stages of the competition, and a purpose-built archery arena for finals.

Bronze medallist and three-time Archery World Cup Champion Brady Ellison described the arena as “awesome”, saying he “loved the loudness” and the atmosphere of the crowd.

World Archery President Prof Dr Ugur Erdener said: “The feedback from our athletes pointed to the competition in Ankara as being one of the best World Archery Indoor Championships in history. The venue was professionally run, the organising committee and volunteers were extremely hospitable, the identity of the tournament was striking and the atmosphere in the venue was excellent.”

“I would like to extend my thanks to the IOC President for visiting the tournament. All that remains is to say congratulations to our newly-crowned World Archery Champions.” 

Results available at: http://worldarchery.org/competition/14526/ 
Footage available at: https://www.youtube.com/archerytv 
Images available at: http://www.worldarchery.smugmug.com 


– ENDS –


NOTES FOR EDITORS

Accompanying this press release:
· 1 x Image of the Ankara 2016 Venue
· 1 x Image of the IOC President with a bow
· Link for low resolution images: http://www.worldarchery.smugmug.com 

For more information, please contact World Archery Communications Manager Mr Chris WELLS via email (cwells@archery.org) or telephone (+41 79 947 55 20).

World Archery is the international governing body for the sport of archery, formally known as FITA, recognised by the International Olympic Committee. Founded in 1931 in Lwow, Poland, World Archery serves to promote and regulate archery worldwide through its nearly-160 member associations, international competition and development initiatives.

World Archery is based in Lausanne, Switzerland.
· Website: www.worldarchery.org 
· Facebook: www.facebook.com/WorldArcheryPage 
· Twitter: www.twitter.com/worldarchery
· YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/archerytv 
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